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1* The acceptance by the Soviet Government of Western terms for the Berlin 
conference created considerable differences of opinion in the Kremlin, 
criticism centering around the reaction that would be provoked in China. 

A powerful group in the presidium, headed by A, N. Kosygin , opposed 
Soviet participation unless the recognition of Red China as a member of 
the UN were accepted as a preliminary condition. 

2. This group was outwitted by Malenkov *3 promptitude in naming Molotov 
as chief negotiator in Berlin. In the atmosphere of uncertainty 
produced by the hurried execution of the Beria group, Molotov did not 
have time to form a real opposition to this maneuver. He is of the 
opinion that in case the conference fails -and he believes failure to 

be unavoid able -he will be made responsible and not Malenkov, who is really 
responsible for Soviet participation. As a result Molotov is not expected 
to make a strong impression during the Berlin conference, and is expected, 
to try to find a solid pretext for not making a personal appearance. 

3. Kosyginas group has been disappointed with Molotovas weakness and has 
gained the support of D. N. Zaslavski, the important political commentator, 
who is intriguing behind the scenes against which he calls the abandonment 
of China. 

With a view to ^counteracting this campaign Malenkov decided to send to China 
his new protege, I. F. Tevoysan, Minister of Mining, who was rewarded by 
promotion to Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers for his betrayal 
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